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Gullah phrases like “Ie 
een crack muh teet” might 
seem foreig n to ma ny 
people in the U.S., though 
Gullah culture has a long 
history in this country.
This statement actually 
means, “I didn’t open my 
mouth.” 
T o u r  g u i d e  a n d 
lecturer Alphonso Brown 
raised awareness of the 
Gul lah cu lt ure dur ing 
an Association of African 
American Students meeting 
Wednesday night. 
Brown pointed out that 
Gullah is a Creole based 
language that is similar 
to the language spoken in 
parts of Sierra Leone. 
“A  l i n g u i s t  n a m e d 
Lorenzo Turner traveled 
to Charleston and also to 
Sierra Leone and realized 
the people in both areas 
sound alike,” Brown said. 
“Our ancestors came from 
there, so it was natural to 
bring the language they 
spoke over to Charleston 
because they didn’t speak 
English.”
Turner also noted the 
Gullah people settled along 
the coast of North Carolina, 
South Carolina and Georgia 
during the slave trade in 
the 17th and 18th centuries. 
In South Carol ina, the 
majority of them live in 
Charleston, Beaufort and 
the Sea Islands. 
A s a  resu lt  of  being 
isolated, they managed to 
retain much of their original 
culture.
“You will f ind a lot of 
the older generations still 
living in the rural areas 
of Charleston and places 
l ike that ,” Brown sa id. 
“The younger generations 
have moved into the cities 
and don’t use the Gullah 
language as much. They 
go to school and blend the 
language with mainstream 
English.”   
Brown said the original 
Gullah people combined 
elements of their native 
African tradit ions with 
Christ ian beliefs and as 
a result, their Christian 
customs are linked with 
song and dance. 
A student ment ioned 
how people in Charleston 
are sometime referred to 
as Geechee and wanted 
to know the relationship 
between that word and 
Gullah. 
Brow n sa id Geechee 
was used as a derogatory 
term in the past, but is now 
interchangeable with the 
word Gullah. 
“Geechee meant t he 
person sounded bad, like 
they were ignorant,” Brown 
Students living off campus 
often fi nd themselves stuck 
in traffi c due to the trains.
Ben Baldwin, a second-
year law student, lives near 
the stadium and crosses the 
tracks several times each 
morning on the way to 
campus.
“It seems like at least once 
a week I get caught behind 
one. I don’t understand 
why they have to run them 
during morning rush hour,” 
Baldwin said.
K e v i n  Bl ac k mon ,  a 
t h i rd -y e a r  p h a r m ac y 
student, said the trains on 
Rosewood and Assembly 
often make him late for 
class.
“I live out by the stadium 
and try to take the quickest 
route to Bull Street Garage 
every morning. I’ve been 
late to class more times than 
I can keep up with, and if I 
don’t leave the apartment 30 
minutes in advance, I never 
make it to class,” Blackmon 
said.
Students have found some 
shortcuts to avoid waiting 
for the trains.
Kimberly Blair, a fourth-
year public relations student, 
lives in University Oaks and 
often uses shortcuts on her 
way to work around 9 a.m.
“If I catch the t ra ins 
on Assembly, then I turn 
around and go down Bluff. 
If I catch the one that is on 
Huger, then I cut through 
the Greek Village,” Blair 
said.
K e n n e t h  B a r t o n ,  a 
f o u r t h - y e a r  p o l i t i c a l 
science student, uses several 
shortcuts around Columbia 
to avoid the delays from 
trains.
“The only shortcut I 
know is by Capital City 
Stadium and most of the 
trains in the morning are 
so long, they block those 
tracks as well,” Barton said. 
“The only hope one has is 
To m m y  P r e s t o n ,  a 
f o u r t h -y e a r  p o l i t i c a l 
science student and student 
body president, sat in an 
empty room Wednesday 
morning reflecting on his 
administration’s t ime in 
offi ce.
“I never expected to be 
student body president,” 
Preston said.
P re s t on’s  t e r m  w i l l 
come to a  c lose today 
when incoming president 
Nick Payne, a fourth-year 
economics student, takes 
the oath of offi ce.
L o o k i n g  b a c k  o v e r 
h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’s 
accomplishments, Preston 
is proud of the work he 
put into the new grade 
forgiveness policy adopted 
by the universit y.  The 
policy is the only student 
led initiative ever passed by 
the faculty senate.
“This was diffi cult to get 
passed, we worked on it for 
a year and half,” Preston 
said. “One faculty member 
told me the only reason 
it passed was because of 
Student Government.”
W h i l e  P r e s t o n  i s 
proud of what St udent 
Government’s performance 
during his time in offi ce, he 
acknowledges many issues 
lie ahead for the incoming 
administration to address.
C h ie f  a mong t hose , 
Preston said, are the high 
cost of textbooks and the 
ever-g row i ng hous i ng 
shortage.
With the demolition of 
the Towers and the delayed 
opening date for the new 
honors res idence ha l l , 
housing will be short to 
come by in the fall.
Preston has warned the 
Board of Trustees: “We 
can’t get into the business 
of knocking down buildings 
and not replacing them.”
The demolition of a least 
one section of McBryde 
re s idence  ha l l  i s  a l so 
planned to make room for 
a new wing on the Thomas 
Cooper Library that will 
hou se  r a re  book s  a nd 
special collections.
“We need to fi nd ways to 
keep students on campus,” 
Preston said.
F r e s h  b a c k  f r o m 
a  l o b b y i n g  t r i p  t o 
Washington, D.C., Preston 
said the majority of South 
Carolina’s Congressional 
delegation understands the 
rising cost for textbooks 
must be dealt with.
House Majority Whip 
Jim Clyburn, D-S.C., told 
Preston “You don’t have to 
lobby me when it comes to 
higher education.”
Preston, along with 11 
other representatives from 
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Cartel pleases local crowd with great 
live music, forceful stage presence. 
See page 5
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Custodial Staff for USC 
Housing in South Tower
Kelly Bobrow / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Tommy Preston is proud of the work that was accomplished while he was in offi ce.
Student body president says goodbye
Tommy Preston completes his term today as newly 
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Students, mostly living off campus, are forced to fi nd alternate routes to class daily 
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Trains cause traffi c back up 
Off -campus commute 
made diffi  cult with 
excess railroad delays
TRAINS ● 2
Gullah language has deep 
roots in South Carolina
AAAS speaker Alphonso Brown shares 
history, culture with audience Wednesday
Helen Goodwin knows 
better than anyone that when 
over 20 college girls share a 
bathroom, things get messy, 
but the bathrooms in South 
Tower are always clean.
G o o d w i n  h a s  b e e n 
cleaning-up after and taking 
care of USC students as a 
part of the custodial staff 
for over 11 years. Of course, 
there are ups and downs to 
her job.
“I love the students. I have 
a lot of wonderful students 
here,” Goodwin said. “I’ve 
gotten used to a lot over 
time but, there’s something 
that can’t be helped when 
students get sick and just 
can’t make it to that point. 
That’s probably my least 
favorite part.”
Prev iou s ly,  G oodw i n 
worked at Baptist Medical 
Center for about four years. 
One day she went with a 
friend who wanted to apply 
here and put in an application 
herself.
“I just needed a change. It 
came along, so I just decided 
to go ahead and take it,” 
Goodwin said. “I’ve been 
happy with it. I mean I miss 
my friends, but it’s been 
good.”
Ev e n  f r o m  h e r  f i r s t 
summer job at 16 as a kid’s 
counselor at a playground, 
she enjoyed working with 
young people.
“Oh, I loved the k ids,” 
Goodwin said. “I just loved 
working with those k ids, 
especially for my very first 
job.” 
Goodwin is originally from 
Philadelphia, but has lived in 
Columbia for 15 years with 
her husband, Alexander, of 
14 years. She says the cities 
are very different, but she is 
happy here.
“Well of course the accents 
are different here, and the 
city bus transportation is 
better in Philadelphia, but 
I love the hospitality here,” 
Goodwin said. “When my 
sister comes to visit, she gets 
a kick out of all the people 
waving.” 
Goodwin said she gets her 
motivation from her mother, 
her biggest inspiration.
“ She  w a s  a lw a y s  t he 
matriarch of the family, the 
backbone of the family. She 
was the one that everyone 
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to take the turn onto Whaley 
and pass under the one and 
only bridge the trains use to 
detour around them.”
However, these shortcuts 
do not always save t ime. 
Kara Ayer, a th ird-year 
communicat ions student 
lives in College Suites and 
said she is often stopped by 
the trains.
“If you catch it early you 
can go by Granby and turn 
on Whaley to get to campus. 
If you don’t, there is no other 
way,” said Ayer. “The best 
thing is to wait on the train 
because by the time you try 
to fi nd a place where it is not, 
it is usually gone,” said the 
third-year communications 
student said.
Meg Sacks, Spokeswoman 
for CSX transportat ion, 
said that schedules are not 
possible but anyone can call 
1-877-TellCSX, a toll free 
number, to discuss concerns 
about a chronically blocked 
crossing.
“Freight train schedules 
are not public for security 
pu r p o se s .  I n  add it ion , 
s c he d u le s  m a y  c h a n g e 
depending on demand for 
freight movement,” Sacks 
said. “We understand the 
inconvenience that blocked 
crossings can cause for 
motorists, and we work to 
make sure that trains are 
moving through the crossing 
as safely as possible in as little 
time as possible.”
Sacks said that railroad 
companies do not have the 
author it y to insta l l  any 
crossing warning devices.
“Because these devices 
control motor vehicle traffi c, 
they are under the jurisdiction 
of the state Department of 
Transportation. CSX works 
willingly with a state DOT 
to install warning devices 
once the DOT determines 
what is needed,” Sacks said.
Sack s  sa id t hat  wh i le 
t he t ra ins  m ight  be a n 
inconvenience, it is important 
to abide by the laws and 
safety devices. 
“A motorist is 20 times 
more likely to die in a crash 
with a train than in a collision 
with another vehicle,” Sacks 
said. “The average trains 
weighs around 6,000 tons (12 
million pounds) and can take 
up to one and a half miles to 
stop.”
Brandon Davis / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Train schedules around Columbia cannot be released due to security measures causing traffi c problems to remain.
TRAINS ● Continued from 1
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A study from Columbia 
University shows that binge 
drinking and prescription 
drug abuse among college 
students is on the rise. 
The study, which analyzed 
data from 1993 to 2005, said 
that 3.8 million (49 percent) 
full-time college students use 
illegal prescription drugs or 
regularly drink fi ve or more 
drinks at a time.
L a r r e l l  W i l k i n s o n , 
Director of Alcohol and Drug 
Programs for USC, said 
that the amount of students 
binge drinking at USC is 
compatible with this study, 
with about half of students 
regularly drinking to excess. 
“What happens on college 
campuses is a ref lection of 
what’s happening in the 
general public,” Wilkinson 
said. “In that case, when 
you think about the general 
publ ic ,  cer t a i n ly  t hose 
problems are going on here 
at USC.”
The study also showed that 
prescription drug abuse is up 
300 percent since 1993, with 
225,000 students (2.9 percent) 
illegally using stimulants 
such as Adderall or Ritalin 
and 3.1 percent of college 
students abusing prescription 
painkillers. 
“A doctor prescribes a drug 
or substance; it’s probably to 
help them get through some 
kind of condition. A lot of 
drugs have great purposes,” 
Wilkinson said. “It’s when 
drugs are misused and abused 
that problems happen.”
Russell Haber, a counselor 
with the USC Counseling 
and Human Development 
C e nt e r  w h o  r e g u l a r l y 
counsels students, said that 
he sees a lot of students self 
medicating with drugs and 
alcohol, often to terrible 
consequences. 
“When you’re drinking 
just to get drunk, you’re 
inviting problems,” Haber 
said. “Students often drink 
just to get obliterated.”
W i l k i n  sa id  t hat  t he 
d rawback s  of  d r ug and 
a l c o h o l  a b u s e  i n c l u d e 
everything from worsening 
medical conditions, driving 
while intox icated, heav y 
expenses, academic failure, 
unprotected sex and even 
death. 
“The consequences just go 
on and on,” Wilkinson said.
Chris Tidmarsh, a third-
year pharmacy major, said 
that alcohol consumption 
often crosses the line from 
safe to irresponsible when 
students decide to drive while 
intoxicated.
“I have a big problem 
with drinking and driving,” 
Tidmarsh said. “That is the 
one thing I can’t stand.”
Major Eric Grabski, deputy 
director of fi eld services for 
USC Law Enforcement and 
Safety, said that students 
should know they have other 
options to get home safely, 
including the APO bus, the 
night shuttle and, as a last 
resort, calling USC police. 
Grabski said that, while 
their mission is to protect 
students,  each situat ion 
is dif ferent and he can’t 
guarantee that intoxicated 
students will get off without 
punishment. 
“If someone is obviously 
physical ly impaired and 
needs medical attent ion, 
safety always comes first,” 
Grabski said. “[However], we 
always ask questions.” 
H aber  a l so  s a id  t hat 
since Adderall is one of the 
most  commonly abused 
prescription drugs among 
c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s ,  t h e 
Counsel ing and Human 
Development Center is very 
careful when prescribing it. 
“ Mo s t  p a t i e nt s  w i t h 
attention deficit problems 
often have a long history [of 
the problem] before college, 
so we require extensive past 
medical history [before we 
will prescribe drugs],” Haber 
said. 
Dav id Singer,  a f i r st-
year biology student, said 
that while most drinking 
among st udents is  done 
safely and responsibly, that 
prescription drug abuse can 
be dangerous. 
“It’s far too common; no 
one even knows the long 
term effects,” Singer said. 
“Plus, you’re taking drugs 
away from people who need 
them.”
W i l k i n s o n  s a id  t h a t 
many students use illegally 
obtained drugs like Adderall 
to stay alert.
“For college students in 
particular, I think that if a 
person is abusing stimulants, 
they’re probably doing so 
to try to stay awake, or to 
provide for energy during 
t he i r  s lu g g i s h  t i me s ,” 
Wilkinson said. “That’s not 
the correct way to go about 
doing those types of things. 
Just in MacDouga l l ,  a 
third-year exercise science 
student, said that this may 
not give students the edge 
they expect.
“Once they come down 
off it, they’ll have trouble,” 
MacDougall said. 
W i l k i n s o n  s a id  t h a t 
students fi nd different ways 
to get i l legal drugs and 
alcohol.
“I actually witnessed a guy 
around [Will iams-Brice] 
Stadium selling prescription 
drugs and he was arrested by 
local police offi cers [during 
the 2006 football season]; so 
there are dealers out there.” 
Wilkinson said. 
Wilkinson said students 
can drink responsibly, though 
Alcohol, medication abuse reaches new high
Police, USC offi  cials 





BOSTON — The Vatican 
has dismissed two former 
Boston archdiocese priests 
who have been convicted of 
or face charges of sexually 
abusing children.
A nthony J.  Laurano, 
82, of Hull, and W. James 
Nyhan, 61, of Billerica, 
were cut of f  Thursday 
f r o m  r e c e i v i n g  a n y 
fi nancial support from the 
archdiocese and may no 
longer function as priests 
except to offer absolution 
for dy ing persons,  the 
a rc hd io ce se  s a id  i n  a 
prepared statement.
“For those who have been 
sexually abused by members 
of the clergy, I sincerely 
apologize for the suffering 
you and your fami l ie s 
have endured,” Cardinal 
Sean O’Malley said in the 
statement. “Sexual crimes 
perpetrated against children 
or vulnerable adults by 
priests are shameful and 
grievous.”
Laurano was indicted 
last year on charges of 
mole s t i ng  a  ment a l l y 
retarded boy who lived near 
him. At the time, Laurano 
already faced charges that 
he raped an 8-year-old boy 
16 years ago while he was a 
pastor at St. Mary’s Church 
in Ply mout h.  Laurano 
pleaded innocent to the 
charges.
Nyhan pleaded guilty 
last spring in Charleston, 
S.C., to charges of sexually 
assaulting two boys while 
he worked at a church there 
25 years ago. The Boston 
archdiocese suspended 
Nyhan in June 2002 after 
a Quincy man said Nyhan 
molested him repeatedly 
in the 1970s. Another man 
wrote to the archdiocese in 
2002, saying he complained 
to the archdiocese in 1997 
that Nyhan had molested 
him, but his complaint was 
ignored.
C h u r c h  p e r s o n n e l 
records made public in 2002 
showed that church offi cials 
had returned Nyhan to 
parish work after he denied 
a 1994 allegation made by 
a South Carolina boy who 
said Nyhan had abused him 
in 1979-80, the years he 
served in the Diocese of 
Charleston.
There was no answer 
Thursday at a telephone 
l ist ing for Laurano. A 
telephone listing could not 
immediately be found for 
Nyhan.
Vatican dismisses former S.C. 
priests accused of sexual abuse
TheDailyGamecock.blogspot.com
“It’s an explosion of fl avor”
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USC, met with members 
of the House Educat ion 
Subcommittee to discuss 
the issue. Members of the 
panel told Preston they 
were draf t ing a bil l that 
would force the publisher to 
disclose textbook prices to 
the professor before ordering 
the book.
W hi le in t he nat ion’s 
capital, the delegation also 
met with Sara Mart inez 
Tucker, the U.S. Under 
Secretary of Education to 
discuss ways to help students 
pay for college.
Preston had worked with 
state lawmakers and the 
governor to t r y and cap 
tuition in recent years. 
Gov. Sanford and Preston 
disagree on how to fund 
higher education in South 
C a ro l i n a .  S a n f ord  h a s 
pointed out  t hat  Sout h 
Carolina is seventh in the 
nat ion when it comes to 
the percentage of the state 
budget  spent  on publ ic 
educat ion. Between that 
and the state’s scholarship 
programs, Sanford says the 
state is doing what it can.
“ You ca n’t  add t hose 
together,” Preston said. “He 
should talk to the people who 
are affected most.”
Preston plans to attend 
the annual Carolina Day at 
the Statehouse on March 
28 to lobby lawmakers to 
direct more money to the 
university.
A s  for  h i s  im med iate 
future, Preston says he plans 
to take a break before law 
school and work. He recently 
accepted a job working as a 
government ambassador for 
University President Andrew 
Sorensen.
When asked about any 
future political aspirations 
Preston said it’s defi nitely in 
his cards.
“I’ll go wherever the wind 
takes me,” he said.
always went to,” Goodwin 
said.
Goodwin works for USC 
Housing and spends her days 
on the 13th-18th fl oor of the 
South Tower Dormitory, 
except during the summer 
when she helps with other 
dorms.
Goodwin usually wakes up 
around 5 a.m. in her home in 
West Columbia. Around 7:30 
a.m., she boards the bus in 
order to get to USC around 
7:45 a.m.
Then, Goodwin heads 
to Patterson Dormitory to 
retrieve her South Tower 
keys from the break room. 
By 8:30 a.m., Goodwin is 
hard at work.
Goodwin works to keep 
the bathrooms clean, as well 
as the kitchens. She usually 
starts the day by taking the 
trash out and making sure 
everything is in order in the 
hallways and stairwells.
Lunch hour begins at noon 
and Goodwin is fi nished by 
about 4:30 p.m.
“Usually about 3 or 3:30, 
things are starting to wind 
down, and I’m pretty tired 
by then because I get up so 
early throughout the week.”
She takes the bus back 
home at the end of the day.
“After work I just want 
to wind down, kick off my 
shoes, and I basically just 
kind of relax. I also watch 
news, I’ve have to get my 
news in and of course I 
have a few shows I watch,” 
Goodwin said. “I’ll then get 
dinner ready for my husband, 
if I feel like it,” Goodwin 
said, laughing.
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecocknews@gwm.sc.edu
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illegal prescription drug use 
is never a good idea. 
“There’s a responsible 
and mature way to consume 
alcohol,” Wilkinson said. 
“Understanding, first, that 
you don’t need alcohol to 
have fun.”
Wilkinson recommended 
that when drinking, students 
do so safely by eating a full 
mea l  before consuming 
alcohol, limiting consumption 
to one drink per hour and 
arranging a sober driver who 
has not had a drink in the 
past 24 hours.
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecocknews@gwm.sc.edu
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said. “The word itself came 
from the name of an African 
tribe called the Ogeechee. 
So when someone calls me 
Geechee, I know they are 
referring to my ancestors, so 
I’m not offended.”
Ve r o n i c a  R a n s o m ,  a 
s e c ond-ye a r  ph a r m ac y 
student, said Geechee was 
more like a dialect of Gullah. 
It was both a good and bad 
word. 
“It’s a dif ferent way of 
saying the same thing, just 
with more of an accent. 
W hen  p eople  c a l l  you 
Geechee, they automatically 
know where you’re from,” 
Ransom said.  “It’s a symbol 
of hometown pride. However, 
it has a bad association in the 
professional world because 
there is a certain way to 
speak and Geechee is not 
included.” 
Gullah culture fi lls a very 
specifi c niche in Charleston’s 
history and some students 
from Charleston say they 
were not familiar with it.
“ I  g r e w  u p  i n  a 
p r e d o m i n a n t l y  w h i t e 
neighborhood and went to a 
private white school. I knew 
of the Gullah culture, but I 
wasn’t personally exposed,” 
sa id  LaTa nya  Joh nson , 
fourth-year history student.
Brown pointed out how 
some thought Gullah people 
were craz y or  ig norant 
because of the way they 
talked. Gullah people were 
seen as stupid because they 
are not able to pronounce 
the “th” sound, Brown said. 
He compared the Gullah 
language to French, which 
also has no “th” sounds.
“French people can’t say 
the “th” sound either, but 
no one calls them stupid, 
backwards or i l l iterate,” 
Brown said.
Celita Moore, first-year 
pharmacy student, said the 
presentation made her aware 
of the broad extent of the 
Gullah experience.
“The presentation opened 
my eyes. It was more than 
just a language; it’s a culture, 
a way of life,” Moore said.
GULLAH ● Continued from 1
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecocknews@gwm.sc.edu
Thursdays at 8 p.m and 
throughout the weekend
Your Gamecock connection. Only on...
Alternative vacations like
walking up massive rocks 
not just macho exercise     
Last week, thousands 
of college students packed 
into their Hummers, Land 
Rovers or personal fi ghter 
jets and took off to exotic 
islands under the sun and 
blue sk ies with beaches 
l it tered with beaut iful, 
barely clothed and golden-
sk i n ned  A berc rombie 
models who sweat tequila.
I  c r a m med i nto  my 
compact little Civic and 
drove two hours north into 
the simple, conservative 
and comparatively frigid 
m o u nt a i n s  o f  No r t h 
Carolina to a small town 
littered with less-than-
beautiful (median age: 67), 
fully clothed (thank God) 
and wrinkly skinned AARP 
models who sweat prune 
juice.
And some people say I’m 
not cool. Sheesh, I wonder 
where they got that idea.
Having found myself 
in the dry and intensely 
wooded mountains, laying 
out  on t he beach and 
seducing wildly inebriated 
women wasn’t on my list of 
options for entertainment. 
Accordingly, I chose a 
much more 
relaxing task: 
c l i m b i n g 
a  f r e a k i n ’ 
mountain.
Please note: 
I am a very 
scrawny man. 
C l i m b i n g 
mou nt a i n s 
c o m e s  a s 
e a s i l y  t o 
me as ,  say, 
knitting a comfortable pair 
of socks out of steel wool.
Hik ing is  a  popu lar 
outdoor  ac t i v it y  t hat 
involves needlessly moving 
upward in an incredibly 
exhausting and impractical 
manner. I’ll make note that 
hiking (like its sister sport, 
bungee jumping, which 
involves needlessly moving 
downward in an incredibly 
dangerous and impractical 
manner) became popular 
BEFORE elevators were 
invented.
While hiking, I began to 
wonder what distinguishes 
m o u n t a i n  m e n  f r o m 
standard men. It appears 
that in most cases, they’re 
large, rough and hairy. But 
it begs the question ... are 
they mountain men because 
they’re large, rough and 
hairy, or are they large, 
rough and hairy because 
they’re mountain men?
Was I truly out of place 
on th is h ike, or was I 
becoming larger, rougher 
and hair ier with every 
step?
I didn’t even look the part. 
Apparently, in order to be a 
true mountain man, you 
have to have a full beard, 
carry a large stick, weigh 
more than 100 pounds and 
wear a North Face jacket, 
even though most of the 
people you see walk ing 
around campus wearing 
North Face gear would 
complain about having to 
walk down a hill, much less 
up a mountain.
They know where all 
the elevators are located on 
campus, and they all came 
back from spring break 
with great tans.
Even though I don’t fi t any 
“mountain man” criteria, 
I made it to the top with 
a newfound appreciation 
for nature, beaut y and 
escalators. When I made 
it back down, I developed 
a new appreciation for level 
ground, senior citizens and 
prune juice.
Don’t have any plans for 
the weekend?  Go take a 
hike.  The mountains are 
only 20 minutes away via 
fi ghter jet. 
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Italy trades terrorists 
for national integrity
Apparently you can’t spell team with Italy. 
Italian and Afghan offi cials confi rmed Wednesday 
that an Italian journalist who was being held hostage 
by the Taliban was freed in exchange for fi ve Taliban 
prisoners, The New York Times reported. 
What happened to: “we don’t negotiate with 
terrorists?” This sounds like a common sense policy 
all world powers should follow, not just an unfounded 
United States guideline. By trading with terrorists, 
Italy has set a precedent 
that puts any civilian, not 
just journalists, in a war 
zone in more danger. 
Let ’s  just  hope t he 
world doesn’t see a sudden 
shortage of reporters now 
that the entire terrorist 
community knows what journalists’ heads are worth. 
Italy’s prime minister said the country wanted to 
save a life because life is precious, but now that fi ve 
more terrorists are walking around Afghanistan, how 
many more people will be killed? 
When reporters take the challenge of covering war 
zones, they know what they are getting themselves 
into and the dangers that constantly surround 
reporting from unstable areas. 
Italy just upped the ante now that terrorists know 
they can barter with people’s lives. Taking this kind 
of attitude sends the message that opposing forces can 
get what they want with a certain person chained to 
the fl oor of a hut. 
The only way to ensure these groups know 
kidnapping will not be OK is to keep the world on 
the same non-negotiable page. 
Let’s just hope the 
world doesn’t see a 
sudden shortage 
of reporters.








too anxious  
for caution  
Patience should be used 
on busy roads, could help 
save lives, stop accidents
Cars whiz by on Blossom as 
pedestrians attempt to cross 
the street. Both students and 
drivers are annoyed with 
the other. Sound familiar? 
That’s because 
c a r s  a n d 
pedestrians are 
incompatible, 
yet forced to 
share the road.
Drivers want 
to be able to 
rush off to their 
d e s t i n a t i o n 
w i t h o u t 
w o r r y i n g 
about hitt ing 
t ho s e  “d a r n 
pesky pedestrians” at every 
turn. They want to be able to 
speed through lights without 
ever having to slam on their 
brakes because Johnny Stupid 
thought it would be a good 
idea to cross in front of a 
moving vehicle traveling at 
least 40 miles per hour.
Drivers, however, are not 
the only ones in such a rush.
Pedestrians are constantly 
dart ing in front of cars, 
using the excuse that they 
have the right of way. They 
give drivers the universal 
symbol for “I hate you” and 
rarely respect the law of gross 
tonnage: if something is 
bigger than you, and traveling 
at a higher speed, then you 
will lose. When I say lose, I 
mean a lot more than those 
few precious seconds you’re 
trying to scurry across the 
street to gain.
There is a solution that 
seems rather simple, but 
sometimes people are a few 
fries short of a Happy Meal. 
This is especially true when 
they are on the roads.
Everyone needs to slow 
down.
Pedestrians and drivers 
should try leaving a little 
earlier to reach where they 
are going in time, even if they 
have to stop unexpectedly or 
wait. 
Pa t i e n c e  i s  a  v i r t u e 
most people forget when 
driving and walking. They 
need to find it and apply it 
immediately. 
Life is full of waiting. You 
have to wait at a restaurant 
to get seated, in line at the 
movie theater, even to use the 
restroom sometimes. So why 
shouldn’t you have to wait to 
cross the street? Ooh I know, 
because whatever you have 
to do is more important than 
everyone else, so darting is 
acceptable. Wrong.
Learn to wait and get a 
pleasant attitude while doing 
it, because moaning, groaning 
and being a jerk to everyone 
else around you isn’t going to 
get you anywhere faster, it’s 
only going to piss people off 
and increase the headaches 
associated with driving and 
walking. 
Drivers need to understand 
that just because in a battle 
between a Hummer and a 
college student, the car will 
win, and it doesn’t mean 
they have the right to speed 
up in hopes of scaring the 
pedestrian out of crossing the 
street dangerously. 
E v e n  w h e n  m a k i n g 
right turns, drivers need 
to slow way down at major 
intersections.
Life is short. So don’t make 
it shorter by running out in 
front of a car, or speeding 
down the streets of Columbia 
in a hurry. 








If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about it. 
E-mail us at gamecockopinions@gwm.sc.edu
IT’S YOUR RIGHT
Voice your opinion on message boards at www.dailygamecock.com 
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Democratic “cut-and-run” 
approach would create 
another Vietnam disaster  
Last week marked the 
fourth anniversary of the 
start of the Iraq War. As 
we look to the future to 
determine how to win and 
when to leave, we should 
be aware that the 2006 
Democratic takeover of 
Congress has made the 
possibility of surrendering 
Iraq to the terrorists and 
abandoning our allies a 
reality.
C o n g r e s s m a n  Jo h n 
Murtha (D-Pa.) recently 
announced his “slow bleed” 
strategy to gradually pull 
money and supplies from 
the troops until it is no 
longer safe for them to 
remain in Iraq.
The Democrats have lost 
their nerve and abandoned 
al l ies in recent history 
during the Vietnam War. 
Democrats in Congress 
and the media forced the 
United States to leave 
Vietnam after convincing 
the public that we had 
been defeated.  They broke 
our promise to the South 
Vietnamese and stood by 
and watched as hundreds 
of thousands of them were 
murdered and 1.5 million 
sent to torture camps.
Our brave soldiers came 
home  t o  a 
nat ion that 
believed they 
h a d  b e e n 
d e f e a t e d . 
They were 
spit on and 
assaulted as 
they tried to 
re-establish 
their l ives. 
John Kerry 
went on TV 
to accuse them of being 
rapists and baby killers, 
which portrayed American 
soldiers as the true enemy.
T h e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e 
V ie t n a m Wa r  i s  t h at 
A mer ic a n  force s  won 
every remotely signifi cant 
battle, including the Tet 
Offensive. Despite the 
magnif icent success of 
the best fighting force in 
history, liberal “journalist” 
Walter Cronkite went on 
TV and declared that the 
U.S. had lost both the Tet 
Offensive and in Vietnam. 
President Nixon turned 
the war around, pulled 
out most American troops 
and secured peace accords 
to halt the conf lict. We 
continued to supply our 
allies in South Vietnam 
with supplies and arms so 
that they could remain free 
of communist rule.
How did the Democrats 
respond? They used the 
p o l i t i c a l  a t mo s p he r e 
of the t ime to pass the 
Foreign Assistance Act in 
December 1974, cutting 
off all military funds to our 
allies in South Vietnam. 
They overrode President 
Ford’s veto and successfully 
sec u red  a  com mu n i s t 
takeover in Vietnam.
On April 30, having been 
abandoned by America, 
South Vietnam ceased 
to exist. Historian Lewis 
Fanning wrote: “It was not 
the Hanoi Communists 
who won t he war,  but 
r a t he r  t he  A me r i c a n 
Congress that lost it.”
Democrats’ cut-and-
run strategy 30 years ago 
resulted in complete defeat 
and the deaths of hundreds 
of thousands of our allies. 
Yet they propose the exact 
same policy today.
J u s t  a s  i n  1 9 7 4 , 
Democrat s today have 
stated that their goal is to 
end the war by cutting off 
funds. They ignore the 
fact that chaos will ensue, 
a terrorist state will be 
created and countless will 
die.
Write your congressman 
and encourage h im to 
support the troops and 
stop the Democrats from 
cut t ing of f  f u nds and 
surrendering Iraq to the 
terrorists just l ike they 
surrendered Vietnam to 
the communists.






“Crackdown,” released on 
Feb. 20, is one of the first 
Xbox 360 games in what 
feels l ike months that is 
actually worth playing.
S e t  i n  y o u r  t y p i c a l 
alternate universe of one 
gigantic free-roaming city, 
“Crackdown” follows the 
futuristic, super-powered 
c op  o f  y ou r  c ho ic e  a s 
you crush gang act iv it y 
throughout Pacifi c City. Just 
imagine if you played the 
role of the police in “Grand 
Theft Auto.” Oh yeah, plus 
you can jump to the top of 
skyscrapers and throw cars 
around with comic book 
st yle super powers. You 
know, just the usual.
However, unlike “Grand 
Theft Auto,” “Crackdown” 
has no story whatsoever. 
The game begins, you’re 
informed of people you 
need to kill, you proceed 
w i t h  s a id  k i l l i n g ,  a nd 
eventually the game ends 
once everyone’s dead. Don’t 
wor r y  ab out  c h a r ac t e r 
development or talking to 
supporting characters. Who 
wants to talk to a cop who 
could roundhouse kick you 
to death anyway?
The above r id icu lous 
assortment of skills doesn’t 
s t a r t  of f  at  t hei r  peak , 
though.  Instead, you start 
off pretty basic and weak, 
but as you complete certain 
actions, corresponding skills 
will increase. For example, 
if you keep running over 
gang members, your driving 
skills will increase. True, 
t hat  doesn’t  seem ver y 
reasonable, but they’re all 
kind of like that. 
A  b e t t e r  e x a m p l e  i s 
probably that shooting and 
aiming skills increase with 
ever y gang member you 
shoot.
For those of you ethically 
t roubled by the premise 
of rewards for killing and 
ma i m i ng,  you on ly  get 
rewarded for killing “evil” 
ga ng members .  K i l l i ng 
innocent civilians deducts 
points and slows progress. 
That makes ever y t h ing 
better, right?
By now, you can probably 
imagine that there’s not 
much to “Crackdown.” If 
you’re not killing or leaping 
from rooftop to rooftop, 
then you don’t have much 
else to do. There are a few 
car and rooftop foot races 
littered throughout the city 
to divert your attention, but 
they don’t take too much 
time.  
If you know what you’re 
doing and devote some time, 
you can beat “Crackdown” 
in a couple days. All in all, 
it ’s probably only worth 
renting. If you only plan to 
play a little bit every now 
and then, you can probably 
get some mileage out of it, 
but if you really sit down 
to play, expect to see the 
credits roll pretty quickly.  
“Crackdown” is a great 
game; it just so happens that 
there isn’t very much of it. 
That doesn’t seem like it 
makes sense since there’s an 
entire city to run around in, 
but there just isn’t a lot of 
variety. “Grand Theft Auto: 
San Andreas” probably set 
the bar too high in terms of 
big city time wasting, and it’s 
probably not fair to compare 
the two games.  Still, the 
comparison is inevitable and 
makes “Crackdown” look all 
the more shallow.
I n  a l l  f a i r n e s s , 
“Crackdown” is a fun game 
with pret t y, comic-book 
style graphics and hours of 
violent entertainment. It’s 
not going to suck your life 
away with diversions, but, 
while it lasts, “Crackdown” 
is more fun than any 360 
game that’s come out in a 
good while.
Headliner’s was overrun 
March 20 by a mass of music 
fans sporting “Chucks” and 
studded belts as they fi led in 
the club to hear the musical 
talents of Cartel and three 
other noteworthy bands. 
Around 8 p.m. the long-
haired New Jersey natives of 
New Atlantic took the stage. 
The music was a pleasant mix 
between the soothing sounds 
of Coldplay and romantic 
ly r ics of Daphne Loves 
Derby.
The anticipation for the 
next group Boys Like Girls 
was evident as the crowd 
pushed forward and cheered 
aimlessly for the set-up crew. 
The roars were deafening 
when the Boston-based group 
took the stage. Catchy hits 
such as “The Great Escape” 
and “Hero/Heroine” were a 
thrill for the band’s loyal fans 
who were able to shout the 
lyrics out loud. The crowd 
lurched to the middle as the 
band tossed guitar picks and 
band pins while the crowd 
was exciting the stage. 
Despite expectations, the 
next band Cobra Starship won 
the race for crowd enthusiasm 
and stage presence. They are 
best known for their song 
“Bring It” from the cult 
movie “Snakes on a Plane,” 
which they also performed. 
This band’s eclectic blend of 
sounds (including a keytar) 
is pure dance club delight. As 
they performed their upbeat, 
lyrically humorous songs, 
the entire crowd swayed and 
stirred to the music. 
Although no one seemed 
to know the majority of the 
lyrics, the band encouraged 
participation by designating 
t imes for  t he crowd to 
raise their fists and scream 
“Hey! Hey! Hey!” Their 
exhilarating performance 
successfully pumped up the 
crowd even more for Cartel.  
After nearly four hours, 
C a r t e l  t o ok  t he  s t a g e 
and immediately began 
performing hits from their 
a lbu m, “Chroma.”  The 
crowd sang along to such 
hits as “Say Anything (Else)” 
and “Honestly.” Along with 
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“Th e ink of a scholar is worth a thousand 
times more than the blood of a martyr.”
 — Lupe Fiasco
Cartel in tune with fans
SPECIAL TO THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Above:  Cartel  members 
Will Pugh, Josh Pepper, Nic 
Hudsan, Kevin Sanders and 
Jeff Lett make power pop 
and punk music. 
Right: Josh Pepper played 
at Headliners on Tuesday. 
Cartel performed songs 
from their latest album, 
“Chroma.”
Powerful performance 




SPECIAL TO THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Bright Eyes switches 
direction with folk
Band’s tune plays commentary against mainstream
Cartel
★★★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩
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SPECIAL TO THE DAILY GAMECOCK
In Xbox 360’s “Crackdown,” players act as police offi cers attacking gang activity in the dangerous Pacifi c City.
Bright Eyes’ most recent 
effort, their “Four Winds” 
EP is another of the group’s 
fan-pleasing supplementary 
EPs that they release with 
each new full-length album. 
Released March 6, this 
EP serves as a preview of 
“Cassadaga,” the seventh 
full-length record from the 
New York City-by-way-
of-Omaha talent Conor 
Oberst. Oberst offers up 
“Four Winds,” the second 
track on “Cassadaga,” as 
well as fi ve b-sides from the 
album.
On this disc, Bright Eyes 
takes a new, if not entirely 
unexpected direction. The 
songs have a much more folk 
feel to them than previous 
ef forts. It is a sensible 
transition from tracks such 
as “Train Underwater” 
from “I’m Wide Awake 
It’s Morning” and “Well 
Whiskey” from the “Lua 
EP.” There is much more 
violin, banjo, harmonica 
and organ than in Bright 
Eyes’ previous music.
If the sound is a little 
d i f f e r e nt ,  h i s  l y r i c a l 
content is still a rich mix of 
commentary, storytelling 
and personal lamentation. 
O n  “ Re i nvent i ng  t he 
Wheel,” Oberst attacks 
mainst ream media and 
its grip on the thought 
processes and att itudes 
of Americans; one of his 
favorite subjects. 
In “Stray Dog Freedom,” 
he tells the story of a stray 
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CHICAGO — Tu rk ish 
designer Rabia Yalcin wears 
modest clothes that cover 
her completely and hides 
her hair with a scarf in 
accordance with her Islamic 
beliefs.
But her haute couture 
designs bare plenty of skin 
with plunging necklines and 
exposed backs.
Yalcin, a rising star in 
the European fashion world 
who put on her first solo 
American show recently in 
Chicago, sees no confl ict.
She  bel ieve s  women 
should have the choice to 
dress as they wish in public, 
whether it is provocative or 
demure.
For those who choose 
to dress modestly like her, 
Yalcin’s dresses come with 
wraps and jackets that cover 
exposed skin — but, with 
the slip of a button, reveal 
plenty. What’s underneath is 
meant to be worn in private, 
in front of one’s husband, 
she explains.
Her objective: “To show 
the beauty of the f lower, 
while covering the fl ower.”
Last month, her designs 
debuted in America when 
she participated in New 
York  Fa s h ion  We ek ’s 
DesignersForDarfur charity 
event, sharing the runway 
with designs from Donna 
Karan and Baby Phat. A 
fl owing emerald green, ruby 
red and sage-colored gown 
with beading work on the 
bust was being auctioned 
off on eBay for the charity. 
Bidding started at $800.
Across the Muslim world, 
Yalcin is part of a wave of 
designers trying to marry 
high fashion with Islamic 
sensibilities. Her promoters 
believe, however, that she 
is one of the only Muslim 
w o m e n  w h o  o b s e r v e 
traditional dress codes while 
designing haute couture.
Her gowns run anywhere 
from $3,000 to $15,000, 
w it h c l ient s  includ ing 
royalty and leading political 
families in the Gulf region. 
She has high-end customers 
throughout the Middle East, 
Turkey and Europe, but 
dreams of seeing her dresses 
on the red carpet one day on 
stars like Angelina Jolie.
Her dresses often look 
to  Tu rke y ’s  O t tom a n 
empire for inspiration, with 
trousers mimicking Turkish 
pantaloons, ribbon-work 
embroidery and dresses 
in the style of the opulent 
Topkapi court.
One barely there, navel-
exposing dress covers the 
model’s bust with tulips, 
Turkey’s national f lower. 
A not her,  a  black-a nd-
brown velvet gown, is held 
together with a necklace of 
bronze and pearl, worn in 
the Turkish countryside by 
young girls at weddings.
A  p i n k- b e i g e  g o w n 
modeled after an Ottoman 
era wedding dress is open 
in front to reveal a lacy, 
sequined peek-a-boo bra.
“ Women a re  f u l l  of 
surprises,” sa id Yalcin, 
40, looking chic in a less 
surprising way, clad in a 
red scarf, fi tted jacket, calf-
length skirt and knee-high 





Despite religion’s limits, 
Yalcin provides women 





Xbox 360 game better 
than others, falls behind 
‘Grand Theft Auto’ galor
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecockfeatures@gwm.sc.edu
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Huma Gruaz, the curator 
at Chicago’s River North 
a r t  house  G a l ler y  415, 
where an exhibit of Yalcin’s 
designs were displayed, fi rst 
met Yalcin in Istanbul last 
summer. She found t he 
designer’s story inspiring.
Yalc in’s mother was a 
seamstress. At age 6, Yalcin 
began sewing clothes for 
her dolls. She never studied 
f a sh ion ,  never  went  to 
college, had not even seen a 
runway show when she fi rst 
launched her line of clothing 
in Istanbul in 1996.
What impressed Gruaz 
most was that, despite Yalcin’s 
conser vat ive at t i re  and 
traditional upbringing, she 
embraced women from all 
backgrounds and religions.
“She has taught me the 
fact that she covers her hair 
doesn’t mean she doesn’t have 
the same passions and desires 
that I have,” said Gruaz, a 
native of Turkey who chooses 
not to follow strict Islamic 
dress codes. “Only her dress 
is different.”
Yalcin stresses that she 
des ig ns  for  a l l  women, 
regardless of faith or culture. 
Her faith, she says, does 
not need to be reflected in 
her designs, which she calls 
“sensual,” rather than sexy.
She steers clear of talking 
about Turkey’s ban on the 
hijab, or head-covering, in 
universities, dismissing it 
as the law of the country. 
Still, when her 22-year-old 
daughter wanted to cover in 
college, Yalcin designed hats 
for her.
She says in the Muslim 
world, many of her wealthy 
clients have two wardrobes: a 
modest outfi t that they wear 
in public and more revealing 
clothes that they may wear at 
home with their husband or 
at a party of female friends.
“So the religious woman 
needs to have a version of the 
outfi t she can wear in private 
and a version of the outfi t she 
can wear in public,” Yalcin 
said, explaining the need for 
enveloping wraps and cover-
ups. A dress may have a plain 
front but vines and flowers 
embroidered in the back; it 
may be covered in front but 
fully exposed in the back.
W hen she creates her 
designs, she says she’s looking 
for mystery and the element 
of surprise.
“What I’m looking for 
is creating a mystery about 
the woman,” she said, “and 
provoking curiosity without 
displaying her passions and 
feelings explicitly.”
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performing the tracks from 
their previous album, Cartel 
treated the audience to a few 
songs from the album they 
are currently recording. 
It looks to be another 
successful record for this 
native Georgia power pop, 
punk band. To the excitement 
of this South Carolinian 
audience, lead vocalist Will 
Pugh proclaimed the band’s 
excitement to be back in the 
South and delight at the 
availability of sweet tea. 
Overall, the band sounded 
excellent live and performed 
with charisma and a lot of 
talent. There was no need 
for an encore because the 
audience got what they paid 
for — an amazing show. 
CARTEL ● Continued from 5
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecockfeatures@gwm.sc.edu
and risks starvation for want 
of freedom. After caring 
humans feed him, he runs 
off because “his freedom was 
at stake.” Oberst tactfully 
applies his own choices to be 
alone with those of the stray 
dog. This points to Oberst’s 
consistent lack of ability to 
confide or trust in others 
and reassures the listener 
that this is the familiar 
personality Bright Eyes fans 
have come to know and love 
over the past decade.
O b e r s t  a l s o  d o e s  a 
magnifi cent job of blending 
his music with his lyrics to 
paint a complete picture 
for the l istener. This is 
e s p e c i a l l y  e v ide nt  on 
“Cartoon Blues,” a track 
whose storyline could really 
occur in any setting, but 
with the addition of folky-
Americana banjo and piano, 
it is easy for the listener to 
assume the story takes place 
at a campfi re on the plains of 
Middle America.
The rea l  gem of  t he 
a lbum, however,  is  the 
fi nal track, “Tourist Trap.” 
This slow and mournful 
acoustic melody has terrifi c 
percussion that reminds the 
listener of a horse trotting 
along a dusty path. Lyrically, 
it paints a picture of coming 
home after a long time of 
being away. 
Overall, there are four 
or fi ve fairly solid songs on 
this release, even if they are 
not as catchy as previous 
efforts. It will be exciting to 
see what Bright Eyes has in 
store for us when “Cassdaga” 
is released on April 10.
EYES ● Continued from 5
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecockfeatures@gwm.sc.edu
SPECIAL TO THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Muslim couture fashion designer Rabia Yalcin creates clothes for women of all faiths.
YALCIN ● Continued from 5
Solutions from Thursday
Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / Th e Daily Gamecock
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Kelly Bobrow / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Dr. Sanjay Sinho from CARE speaks at the Arnold School of Public Health’s panel 
discussion, “TB Anywhere is TB Everywhere,” on Thursday afternoon. Check out 
our slideshow of this week’s pictures at www.dailygamecock.com. 
PIC OF THE DAY Aries Invest in your own 
education fi rst and travel the 
world later. In other words, 
don’t go unt il you know 
what you’re look ing for.
Taurus Think fast to get 
t he  b e s t  de a l  w i t hout 
spending an ex t ra cent . 
Gemini The urge to fully 
express yourself may be 
overwhelming. Don’t do 
it, unless you’re prepared 
to f ight the batt le alone.
Cancer  A long with your 
regular chores, there’s a pile of 
extra stuff to clean up. You’ll 
have to be more efficient. 
Leo To be an excellent leader, 
fi rst you must learn to follow. 
For you, that’s the most 
difficult part. Meanwhile, 
r e l a x  w i t h  f r i e n d s .
Virgo  You shou ld be in 
a pretty good mood. Your 
work is attracting attention. 
L i b r a  I f  you  a nd  you r 
playmate share expenses, 
you’ll have a better time. 
You’ll get a whole lot farther.
Scorpio New af f i l iat ions 
lead to higher expenses. 
D o n ’ t  d e p l e t e  y o u r 
s a v i n g s  o n  s o me t h i n g 
that won’t last for long. 
Sagittarius Your work leads 
to  make new a l l ia nces . 
Basically, you need a partner 
who can help with your 
advertising. support system 
will soon come up with a 
plan. Don’t wait until all the 
bugs are worked out. Get 
started, so you can fi nd them.
Aquarius  It ’s dif f icult to 
d iscuss your ideas w it h 
people who don’t understand. 
It confuses them and wastes 
valuable t ime you could 
spend doing research instead.
Pisces Turn down invitations 
to go out this weekend, even 
for business meetings. You 
need some rest and relaxation 
in the privacy of your own 
home. If you must go, get 







9 p.m.  
THROTTLEROD, QUICKFUSE, 
GODS OF MARS




$6 over 21, $7 under 21 





$12 advance, $14 day of 
show 





Pay What You Want
“It’s an explosion of fl avor”
TheDailyGamecock.blogspot.com
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T h i s  w e e k e n d ,  t h e 
Carolina Gamecocks (19-
3, 2-1 SEC) will look for a 
fourth consecutive victory 
and a chance to make a run 
at fi rst place in the SEC East 
standings.
The Mississippi State 
Bulldogs (13-4, 2-1) wil l 
look to curb them and make 
a statement of their own in 
the West.
The Gamecocks hit the 
road for Starkville, Miss. to 
play a three game set against 
the Bulldogs. 
Af ter a winning series 
against LSU, the Gamecocks 
were able to take a pair of 
home games against UNC-
Asheville and Wofford by a 
total margin of 22-3.
The Bulldogs are coming 
of f  of  a  weekend ser ies 
win against Flor ida and 
a  m idweek w i n aga i ns t 
Samford.
The story on the fi eld this 
week for the Gamecocks has 
been their hitting. Any of 
the opposing pitchers that 
they have faced will tell you 
that it’s been a hectic story 
to tell.
T h e  G a m e c o c k s 
compiled 26 hits in their 
t w o  m i d w e e k  g a m e s 
including six homeruns. 
Ten of those hits came from 
sophomores Andrew Crisp 
and Justin Smoak, who both 
contributed to the homerun 
tally.
Smoak is bat t ing .322 
with seven homeruns and 
28 RBIs, while Crisp holds 
a .311 average and 11 RBIs. 
Both players’ statistics are 
representative of the team’s 
.303 batting average.
T h e  t e a m  h o p e s  t o 
cont inue rol l ing at  t he 
plate against a Miss. State 
pitching staff that currently 
holds a 5.33 team ERA. 
The Bulldogs will begin 
the series with sophomore 
r i g h t - h a n d e r  A a r o n 
Weatherford. 
Weatherford has pitched 
well and holds a 3.42 ERA 
with 31 strikeouts and eight 
walks in 26.1 innings.
T he  G a meco ck s  w i l l 
counter with junior right-
hander Harris Honeycutt 
who has been the star of the 
pitching staff. He currently 
holds a 0.86 ERA with 35 
strikeouts and 11 walks in 
31.1 IP. 
He has a st reak of 21 
scoreless innings going into 
the weekend after missing a 
start last week.
Sophomore right-hander 
Mike Cisco will face junior 
lef t-hander Just in Pigott 
on Saturday, and freshman 
right-hander Blake Cooper 
will face senior right-hander 
Josh Johnson on Sunday.
T h e  G a m e c o c k s  a r e 
currently ranked at No. 3 
in Baseball America’s Top 
25, Sports Weekly/ESPN 
c o a c h e s ’  p o l l  a n d  t h e 
NCBWA Top 30.
The start times for this 
weekend’s games are set 
at 7:30 p.m. Friday, 4 p.m. 
Saturday and 2:30 p.m. on 
Sunday. All three games will 
be televised by Sport South.
Take day to appreciate 
rare occasion, celebrate 
lack of police attention
This day is truly a great 
day indeed. I urge you 
all to come and celebrate 
it with me. This is a day 
that we can be proud. A 
day that we can stand up 
and say, “Yes, I attend 
the University of South 
Carolina!”
Today something has 
happened that we as a 
college have come to fi nd 
unbelievable. Something 
so monumental and an 
achievement so great that 
there is a good chance 
ver y  few of  you  w i l l 
believe it when you read 
this article.
For  t hat 
r e a s o n  I 
w a n t  y o u 
to sit down. 
Chances are 
that if you 
are reading 
t h i s ,  y o u 
are already 
s i t t i n g 
d o w n .  I f 
you aren’t , 
g o  a h e a d 
and sit down now. The 
news that I’m about to 
deliver to you is going to 
rock your world, destroy 
your preconceptions and 
literally knock you off 
your feet.
A lright, here we go: 
Not a single, and make 
no mistake about th is 
part: none, zilch, nada 
and absolutely no more 
t ha n zero  G a mecock 
st udent at h letes  have 
been arrested in the last 
24 hours.
I know, I know. It’s very 
hard to believe. In fact a 
good many of you might 
have put this paper down 
after that last sentence 
and believed your friendly 
ne i g hb orho o d  D a i l y 
Gamecock had gone off 
the deep end. Check the 
police reports though. No 
student athletes have been 
arrested.
As I write this on a 
Thursday afternoon and 
no one will read this until 
Friday morning (except 
for  my  ow n  mot her, 
who probably reads it 
at midnight online. Hi 
mom.) I realize that there 
is still time. It’s the fi rst 
Thursday af ter Spring 
Break. Five Points lies in 
wait like the supervillain 
at the end of Castlevania, 
waiting to suck another 
innocent young athlete’s 
soul out.
A s  of  now t hough , 
no one has fal len into 
the trap that some call 
“breaking the law.” For 
this reason I encourage 
jubi lat ion among t he 
student body. Everyone 
throw a party, buy each 
other some drinks and 
enjoy USC’s walk back 
to being a respectable 
athletic program. We all 
need to be proud of what 
this university stands for.
So like I said, rejoice 
ton ight  for  t he  Lord 
only knows what could 
happen tomorrow. Enjoy 
this respite in the slew 
of arrests that we have 
seen take control of the 
campus. However, I have 
to request that you pay 
attention to one small, 
minor detail. When you 
are work ing out your 
guest l ists for tonight, 
please make sure that you 
don’t invite any athletes.
Juan Blas/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK










Day two of spring practice 
for the football team took 
place Thursday afternoon. 
The Gamecocks once again 
practiced without pads and 
only went through very basic 
drills and plays.
Coach Steve Spurr ier 
seemed to be more of an 
observer than a coach at 
pract ice. He al lowed his 
assistants to run the plays 
and drills throughout the 
practice, spending most of 
his t ime on the sidelines 
watching his offense.
Being on the sidel ines 
allowed Spurrier to take in 
several important players and 
plays.  Quarterback Blake 
Mitchell looked impressive in 
his second practice. Mitchell 
completed most of his passes 
and was very accurate. He 
certainly appeared to be in 
mid-season form.
“ B l a k e  h a s  s o m e 
improvement to do, and he 
did some good work I think 
today,” Spurrier said after 
observing Mitchell.
Q u a r t e r b a c k  C h r i s 
Smelley also looked sharp. 
Smelley over-threw several 
passes, however, including 
a  couple  t hat  were  too 
high. Quarterback Tommy 
Beecher, who is batt l ing 
Smelley for the No. 2 spot 
on the depth chart, was only 
able to practice for one hour 
because of a class-schedule 
confl ict.
A s  for  t he  rece iver s , 
Spurrier has a large amount 
of depth to work with in 
the posit ion.  Receivers 
Mike West, Jared Cook and 
Kenny McKinley all looked 
very impressive.  Incoming 
ju n ior  col lege  t r a ns fer 
Larry Freeman did not see 
an abundance of action, but 
looked sharp in the few plays 
that he caught passes.  
McKinley showed that he 
is clearly the No. 1 receiver 
on the team, while the others 
worked hard to show Coach 
Spurrier that they deserved 
the No. 2 position on the 
depth chart.
While the wide receivers 
may have had a good day, 
the defense’s secondary had 
an even better one. The 
cornerbacks were excellent 
in pass coverage and forced 
several errant throws.  
The safeties also impressed 
the coaches as they covered 
the receivers very well on 
deep passing routes, often 
forcing the quarterbacks to 
make short passes to their 
running backs out of the 
backfi eld.
South Carolina finished 
eighth in the SEC last year in 
passing defense. Spurrier is 
certainly looking to improve 
that. “Defensively we’ve got 
to play so much better than 
we’ve been playing. It’s not 
even funny,” Spurrier said.
One area that the coaches 
w i l l  b e  e m p h a s i z i n g 
heavily this year is special 
teams. New special teams 
coordinator Shane Beamer 
expects this team to be an 
upgrade from last year. For 
now, Beamer is just looking 
for the right guys to put on 
the fi eld.
“We’re trying to fi nd right 
now the ten best guys who 
can rush punts and cover 
kicks,” Beamer said.
Coach Beamer will also 
have to look for someone 
to take over kick and punt 
return duties for the season. 
Last year, several players 
shared that role. Thursday’s 
practice saw Bobby Wallace, 
K e n n y  M c K i n l e y  a n d 
Captain Munnerlyn return 
punts.
The football team will 
again pract ice later this 
afternoon at 4 p.m.
Gamecocks travel to Starkville
USC prepares for 




Football team runs 
second training day 
in heat without pads
Ty Zeigler
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gcksprts@gwm.sc.edu
Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The Gamecocks get in shape for their Saturday scrimmage at Williams-Brice Stadium.
Spring practice warms up
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gcksprts@gwm.sc.edu




Friday, March 30, 2007
12 p.m. to 1 p.m.
Russell House Room 322/326 
(Senate Chambers)
All graduate students are invited to learn 
about the academic and professional experiences 
of President Sorensen and Provost Becker.  
A light lunch will be served.  
Please RSVP by email to gradstso@gwm.sc.edu.
Dr. Andrew A. Sorensen Dr. Mark P. Becker
T h e  N o .  55  r a n k e d 
C a r o l i n a  G a m e c o c k s 
w i l l  welcome t wo SEC 
Western Conference foes 
to Columbia this weekend. 
The No. 10 LSU Tigers and 
the Arkansas Razorbacks 
will face the Gamecocks 
at the Sam Daniel Tennis 
Facility. 
Carol i na  won it s  la s t 
match, a 4-3 victory over 
Un iver s it y  Nevada-Las 
Vegas on March 15. The 
v ictory snapped a three-
game losing streak for the 
Gamecocks and was their 
first on the road. The win 
also improved their record 
to 10-6 on the season. USC 
has won 13-straight matches 
that ended 4-3. 
The tennis team welcomed 
back Yevgeny Supeko in Las 
Vegas. The Texas A&M 
t ransfer had missed the 
previous two matches due 
to a wrist injury. Supeko 
is 12-0 on the season and 
hopes to carry the team this 
weekend against the Tigers 
and Razorbacks.
LSU (11-2,3-1) is coming 
of f  it s  most  impress ive 
v ictor y of the season, a 
4-3 defeat of sixth-ranked 
Ill inois on Tuesday. The 
Tigers br ing with them 
three top-100 tennis players. 
T he y  a re  Ken  Sk upsk i 
(21st), Danny Bryan (37th) 
and Kevin Dessauer (86th). 
James Cluskey and Ken 
Skupski combine to form the 
No. 5 tandem while Danny 
Bryan and Colt Gaston rank 
at No. 9 in the country. 
The Tigers have only 
lost to fi rst-ranked Georgia 
and second-ranked Ohio 
State.  They do have an 
impressive three victories 
over Texas schools as Texas 
A&M, Rice University and 
Texas Christian University 
have fallen victim to their 
Louisiana neighbor. LSU 
has also not surrendered a 
point to a team ranked less 
than 72nd. 
A rk a n sa s  (6 -13,  0 - 4) 
started their season strong, 
with four victories, but since 
then has struggled to stay on 
top.  They will bring with 
them a seven-game losing 
streak.
LSU w i l l  be  s eek i ng 
redemption in Columbia 
this weekend, since they lost 
the last time they visited the 
Capital City back in 2005 
by a 4-3 mark. Carolina has 
also taken four out of the last 
six matches from the Tigers. 
The Razorbacks hold the 
upper hand on the other 
match. They beat Carolina 
last season, although the 
Gamecocks have won three 
of the last fi ve.
Carolina faces LSU Friday 
at 2 p.m. and the Razorbacks 
Sunday at 1 p.m. All matches 
are free to the public.  
Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Yevgeny Supeko hopes to maintain his perfect record.
Men’s tennis plays LSU, Arkansas
Team aims to improve 




Comments on this story? E-mail 
gcksprts@gwm.sc.edu
To place a line classified ad
Phone: 803-777-3888 • Fax: 803-777-6482
E-mail: sholmes@gwm.sc.edu
Office hours: M-F 8:30 am - 5 pm
Russell House, Rm. 343
www.dailygamecock.com
Line classified ad rates
First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line
Additional options
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost
Additional info
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length
DEADLINE
Noon, 1 business day prior to publication
Visa, MasterCard and Discover are accepted
NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!...NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!...NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!...NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!...NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!..
Requires compatible PC card (purchased separately). Speed claim based on our network tests with 5 MB FTP data files without compression. Actual throughput 
speed varies. If more than 5 GB/line/month, we presume use is for non-permitted uses and will terminate service; see brochure for details. BroadbandAccess is 
available to more than 186 million people in 223 major metropolitan areas in the U.S. Coverage areas at verizonwireless.com. Network claim based on fewest 
aggregate blocked and dropped connects; see verizonwireless.com/bestnetwork for details. ©2007 Verizon Wireless.
Get the speed and mobility of BroadbandAccess
virtually anytime, anywhere.
Whether you’re studying for finals or just surfing the net, with BroadbandAccess
from Verizon Wireless, when you need to connect, you can. 
Plus, you can download complex files at speeds up to 2 Mbps, which means 
less time waiting and more time for fun later. Stay connected on campus or 
across the country on America’s most reliable wireless broadband network. 
Verizon Wireless.
Where you study 
is up to you.
Call 1.800.2 JOIN IN • Click www.verizonwireless.com • Visit any of our stores
Official Wireless Provider 
of the USC Gamecocks
moes.com
Visit our locations at 
Main Street, Beltline Blvd 
and village at sandhill
Come in for Moe Mondays to get 
a burrito, chips and regular 
drink for only $5.*




NOW UNTIL MARCH 26TH
ONLY @ 946 HARDEN ST. 
LIBERTY TAX
College ID  926 Harden St.
Across from Food Lion 
233-1790
Apartments
BROAD RIVER TRACE APTS  
5 minutes from Campus






Clean & Quiet 2BR 1BA APT. 
$525w/dep. 776-5405
SINGLEY APARTMENTS
Now Pre-leasing 1600 GREENE ST.
Call 446-7177
Great At located near USC 2BR 1BA 
$525 - 224 S. Harden 256-6295.
Upscale Living - Downtown
Grad Students WANTED! Young pro-
fessional high rise living in the historical 
Barringer Building. We maintain a quiet 
environment that is conducive to serious 
graduate students. Come see what 
downtown living is all about! 
779-5171 or www.capitolplaces.com
Apartment for Summer - Room in 2BR 
1BA apt in Pointe West fully furn 
j$480/mo. Call 864-420-2592
Convenient to USC 2BR 1BA remod-
eled dw mircrowave w/d hd flrs CH&A. 
603-7819
Apartments
2BR 1BA on Wilmont St. Blocks from 
USC & 5PTS. $850/m0 dep req. Pets ok 
Available ASAP. Call Brad 348-7780
Roommates
F/seeking/F to sublease 1BR in 4BR @ 
Riverside Estates for the summer.Move 
in first of May. Nice rmmtes clean apt. 
843-229-8009
F/seeks/rmmte share 3BR 2BA house in 
Olympia $425 util incld. 704-733-5660.
Housing-Rent
15 min to USC 1BR Garage Apt. stove 
ref w/d hkups. Quite neighb. $500 + Dep
791-4409/319-1593
2BR 1BA newly renovated duplex , 2 
units available near USC, CH/A, stove, 
fridge, DW, NO PETS, 1 unit $600; 1 
unit $650 w/ screened porch and W/D 
conn;  (803) 960-4245 or 513-7367or 
238-8629.
LARGE PRIVATE ROOMS FOR RENT
$240 inclds all utilities. Walk or cycle to 
school. Call 463-5129
2BR 2BA Cond w/River View located in 
W. Cola 2 mins to Vista. FP, wet bar bal-
cony, wd hkup, vaulted & much more! 
$850/mo + sec. Call 600-8159
Brand new Home. 911 Pine 5PTS 3BR 
2BA No Pets. $1100.948-8033 
Housing-Sale
New Grandevine Condo! Live next to 
5PTS in this 556 sq.ft 1BR 1BA new 
condo w/beautiful hdwd flrs stainless 
steel appl. high ceilings & large windows 
for plenty of light. Enjoy the swimming 
pool & clubhouse walk to dine and shop 
and live in close proximity to USC and 
dwntwn! $164,900. Why Rent,when you 
can own! Charles Pulliam 312-4809.
For Sale
BEDS PILLOWTOP MATTRESS SETS
New in plastic. KING $350
QUEEN $250. Will Deliver  447-3037
Help Wanted
Be a Lakette for the summer! 
Hiring outgoing friendly and cheerful la-
dies for the summer. The Lakettes are a 
Midlands promotional team. benefits in-
clude free room and board at the lake for 
the summer. Email Cathy at
lakettes@yahoo.com
Pawn shop seeking PT Sales Associate 
Must be honest, hardworking, well 
groomed & able to lift heavy objects. Will 
work around your school schedule. 
Please call Jon at 256-1888. Peoples 
Pawn Shop, Inc. 1324 Assembly St. 
Downtown Columbia.
Help Wanted
Spend too much money on spring 
break and need a job? 
Apply to be a Carolina Caller at 
sc.edu/carolinacallers. Position
available immediately! Paid 
Training! Enjoy great pay, flexible 
scheduling, and cash bonuses! 
Great job experience!
ISLAND TAN 519 Meeting St.
Permanent PT position 
25/flexible/hrs/wk   739-9100
AQUATIC TOXICOLOGIST
Mature, dependable person is desired to 
fill a PT position in an aquatic toxicity 
laboratory. Applicants must be able to 
work some weekends. Applicants should 
have a science background and must 
have good reading, writing, communica-
tion and mathematical skills. 
Send resume to :
Human Resources 106 Vantage Point 
Drive, West Columbia, SC 29172
RE: Toxicity Analyst Position 
EOE/M/F/D/V
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp 
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.
Phone Surveyors Needed
*Fun working environment
*Morning & evening shifts
*Weekly pay
Apply in person @1076 Sunset Blvd:
For Directions call 791-8644.
ULTRATAN is the largest, privately 
owned tanning salon chain in the coun-
try. We are seeking store managers and 
sales associates to join our team in the 
Columbia Area. Duties incl, but not lim-
ited to: maximizing store sales, monitor-
ing daily cash flow deposits, inventory 
controls, supervise staff and ensure 
quality of store appearance. Successful 
candidates will be customer service 
minded, have a professional image, de-
tail-oriented, have flex work schedule 
and able to work in a fast pace environ-
ment. Retail experience preferred. 
Apply on line at www.ultratans.com
Help Wanted
Innovative Courier Solutions is now 
seeking a PT Supervisor. Must have 
customer service and computer skills. 
The job entails working in a fast paced 
industrial environment. Must be able to 
make timely decisions and multi-task. 
Answering phones, dispatching drivers, 
resolving customer and contractor is-
sues and sorting product in warehouse. 
ICS is a courier and logistics company. 
We offer specialized logistics services 
throughout SC. PT Hrs available 1-7pm  
Starting Hourly Rate $10.50-$12.00 M-F 
3-9 Email resume 
wsenn@innovativecourier.com 
409-0964 fax 409-0960. PT warehouse 
sorter positions also available 3-9 M-F 
$9/hr.
Ye Ole Fashioned Ice Cream 
& Sandwich Cafe’ Now hiring all staff.
Good pay & tips. Flexible hours. New 
business from Charleston. Perfect for 
students. Call Todd 843-693-5055 to 
apply.
Tri-City Leisure Center is seeking a PT 
employee to work the front desk M-F, 
between 9am-7pm and some weekend 
days. Call Darius at 939-9309.
STUDENT ASSISTANT - Responsible 
PT Asst. w/ excellent computer skills 
(Word & Excel, Publisher helpful); 
detail-oriented, 15-20/hrs/wk assisting 
Lib Dev Office/Thos. Cooper Lib w/cleri-
cal work; maintain inventories, MS files, 
errands. Prefer soph/jr to start ASAP. 
777-5564
Agent’s Assistant - Hiring a mature, 
dependable student tow work PT and 
summer at a local Insurance Agency do-
ing minor secretary work and answering 
phone. approx. 20/hrs/wk M-F No Week-
ends! Will work around class schedule. 
Computer skills and phone skills pre-
ferred. Call Jay at 799-1414.
LIFEGUARDS: Hiring FT/PT 
lifeguards/pool anagers. Atlanta, GA , 
Cobb, Dekalb, Kennesaw, Woodstock,. 
LGT and CPR classes available. 
Contact: Allison 770-485-3672, 
allison@nautixpools.com, or online at 
WWW.NAUTIXPOOLS.COM
PHOTOGRAPHERS
We have openings for several dedicated 
individuals to photograph student social 
events. Fun work, we train & provide 
equipment. Allen Anderson 256-0424.
We're looking for dependable, enthusi-
astic students to join the marketing dept. 
Hourly pay + commission, M-F 4-9 p.m., 
No weekends.  Call Melissa for an in-
terview at (803) 333-0613. 
Help Wanted
Child Care
Long-term babysitter for 4.5yo boy in 
non-smoking home w/dog near 5TS. Re-
liable, own transp., ref req. 
English-speaking internationals wel-
come! 6:30-9:30 Fri pm. Other evening 
or weekend hours possible $7/hr 
765-1358, 315-1305.
Nanny Needed - Chapin 2 child. 
4/days/wk. FT summer then PT after-
school. Call 732-4095 before 8PM.
One  8mos. old   on Tues. 9am-1:30pm. 
Prev. Nursing or teaching student. 
Call 561-0981 in St. Andrew area.
Help Wanted
Summer Camps
Summer Day Camp Counselors
Tri-City and Lexington Leisure Centers 
are seeking counselors to work approxi-
mately 35-40/hrs/wk during the summer. 
No Nights/No Weekends! Call Brad at 
Tri-City at 939-9309 and Justin at Lex-
ington  957-7828.
Lexington Family YMCA is currently 
hiring students to be Camp Directors, 
Camp Counselors (Day, Resident & 
Sports), Lifeguards, & Swim Instructors. 
We need dependable, eager and re-
sponsible employees who want to have 
fun! Training included if hired! For more 
information, please call 359-3376.
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! SAVE $$
Maine Camp needs fun loving counsel-
ors to teach. All land, adventure & water 




ATLANTA BREAD CO. 
LAKE MURRAY BLVD. IRMO
Brand new location opening in Irmo, now 
hiring for associates and shift leaders. 
Apply at 1072 Lake Murray Blvd across 
from Lexington Medical Ctr in W. Cola 
on Hwy 378.
LIBERTY TAPROOM - Now accepting 
applications for all positions.Apply in 
person Tues-Thur between 2 & 4pm 
@ 828 Gervais St.
PASTA FRESCA -Now hiring PT & FT 
hostesses & servers.  
Apply in person at 3405 Forest Drive.
Waitstaff personnel.AM-PM shift avail-
able. Apply in person between 9am-2pm 
Devine Foods 2702 Devine St.
Groucho’s 5PTS - Servers & kitchen for 
daytime.Must beable to work 10-3. Apply 




ITALIAN RESTAURANT - Now hiring 
experienced evening waitstaff. Apply 
daily from 1-5pm 300 Meeting St W. 
Cola. (803)920-9406. GREAT MONEY!
Help Wanted
Drivers
ACCESS VALET needs drivers. Avg. 
$10/hr. Call David 479-8077
Drivers and Loaders needed.
$9.-$11/hr F/T P/T.Two Men & A Truck 
is looking for Drug Free new team mem-
bers with excellent customer service 




Runners - Needed for Ellis, Lawhorne & 
Sims, a downtown law firm. Monday & 
Friday 8:30 to 1:30, Tues & Thursday 
10:00-3:00. Extra hours available some 
weeks. Must have own transportation 
Business dress required. Submit re-
sume to arhodes@ellislawhorne.com 
or fax to 343-1233 Attn: A. Rhodes.
Wanted
NEED CASH? I am buying XBOX, 
XBOX 360, PS2 & PS3. All consoles 
must be in working condition. Control-
lers, games orig. box a+.I will pay you 
cash for yours 513-5451.
Services
PREGNANT,  NEED HELP?
FREE pregnancy test
Call Birthright - 765-0165
Tutoring
Services
Mathematics tutoring. All levels.
CALL THE EXPERT! 256-6498
Opportunities
Earn $2500+monthly and more to type 
simple ads online. 
www.DataEntryTypers.com
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